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BISHOP’S  MESSAGE

FEEDING YOUR MIND:
THE EVERYDAY  MAGIC OF READING

Reading is not merely an intellectual activity; it is breath for the soul. Just
as the body requires air to live, the mind and spirit require reading to
grow. Books are not silent objects — they speak, question, guide, and
transform.

It is often said that the pen is mightier than the sword. Weapons may
wound the body once but a book has the power to awaken the conscience
again and again. A bomb may explode only once but a book can ignite
countless minds across generations.

Sacred Scripture itself reminds us of the value of learning and wisdom.
Thiruvalluvar exhorts us to learn thoroughly and live by what we have
learned. Throughout history, great leaders and thinkers have upheld the
importance of reading. Mahatma Gandhi observed that when a library
opens, prisons close. Nelson Mandela cherished books even within prison
walls. For them reading was freedom.

Reading shapes both the inner and outer person. It raises questions of
meaning, morality, justice, and faith. Through books, we enter into the
lives of saints, scholars, reformers, and ordinary believers. We encounter
different cultures, struggles, and spiritual journeys. In this way reading
becomes a path to empathy and communion.

A society that neglects books risks losing its memory and its moral
compass. History shows that when regimes sought to destroy people,
they first destroyed their books. Knowledge preserved in books safeguards
identity, faith, and culture.

For a Christian, reading is not limited to acquiring information; it is
formation. The Word of God, spiritual writings, theological reflections,
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and even noble literatures nurture discernment and wisdom.  The life of
Saint Augustine of  Hippo was transformed when he heard the words,
“Take and read.” That invitation remains relevant today.

In an age dominated by smartphones and fragmented information, reading
printed books offers depth over distraction, reflection over reaction, and
wholeness over partial knowledge. Digital reading often provides quick
fragments and sustained reading cultivates contemplation.

If we dedicate space in our homes for prayer, should we not also dedicate
space for books? A parish without a library is incomplete; a home without
books lacks nourishment for the mind.

Reading strengthens preaching, enriches pastoral ministry, deepens
theological reflection, and enhances compassionate leadership. When
readers increase, writers flourish; when literature flourishes, society

matures.

Among the most widely read books in history stand:

Bible The Qur’an

Quotations from Mao Tse-Tung Harry Potter

The Lord of the Rings The Alchemist

The Da Vinci Code

Above all, Sacred Scripture continues to be the most transformative book

in human history.

Therefore, let us read.

Let us reflect.

Let us grow in wisdom.

Let us love humanity more deeply.

By

Most. Rev. A. Jeevanandam
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Bishop’s Programme – MARCH 2026

Date  Day       Time                               Programme

07 Sat 10.00 a.m. TMSSS Women’s Day Celebration, Trichy

12 Thu 10.00 a.m. PSSS Board Meeting, Perambalur

05.30 p.m. Iftar Meeting, Kumbakonam

13 Fri 09.00 a.m. Thanksgiving Mass, Holy Cross College, Trichy

14 Sat 10.00 a.m. Memorial Mass, Vilupuram

04.30 p.m. Women’s Day Celebration, Jayankondam

17 Tue 10.00 a.m. Senate Meeting, Kumbakonam

02.30 p.m. Kumbakonam Diocese Society Meeting

19 Thu 10.00 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph’s Shrine, Kottar

20 Fri 11.30 a.m. Mass at Elakurichy

21 Sat 10.00 a.m. KMSSS - Board Meeting, Kumbakonam

22 Sun 07.00 p.m. Lenten Retreat Mass, Michaelpatti

23 Mon Visitor’s Day: Priests and Religious

24 Tue Visitor’s Day: Lay People

27 Fri 05.00 p.m. Way of the Cross & Mass, Poondi

29 Sun 08.00 a.m. Palm Sunday: Cathedral, Kumbakonam

30 Mon Sanctification Day: Recollection & Chrism Mass,

Kumbakonam
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BIRTHDAY
07.03.1977 Fr. S. Felix Samuel Varadarajanpet

10.03.1985 Fr. I. Antonidoss Rome

10.03.1989 Fr. J. Arockia Rajesh Agnespuram

11.03.1970 Fr. M. Joseph Dhanaraj Keelaneduvai

15.03.1982 Fr. A. Thomas Simonraj Kandiyankuppam

21.03.1964 Fr. I. Albert Emmaus, Sithanangur

22.03.1948 Fr. A. Antony Joseph Kumbakonam

22.03.1962 Fr. D. Antony Solomon Annamangalam

23.03.1957 Fr. S. Soosainathan Periyavarseeli

26.03.1977 Fr. S. Don Bosco Megalathur

26.03.1991 Fr. S. Belfit Antony Kumbakonam

30.03.1968 Fr. M. Dominic Savio Naduvalur

NECROLOGY

02.03.1973 Rev. Fr. D. Lourdu Pitchai Kumbakonam

03.03.1980 Rev. Fr. A. Sebastian Kokkudi

07.03.2022 Rev. Fr. L. Vincent Roch Manickam Kokkudi

11.03.2006 Rev. Fr. S. Soosai Kumbakonam

12.03.2002 Rev. Fr. V.J. Kuriakose Perungulam

13.03.2001 Rev. Fr. P. Arokiasamy Lourdes Annamangalam
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19.03.1934 Rev. Fr. Packianathar Kumbakonam

19.03.1987 Rev. Fr. N. Savarinathar Michaelpatti

19.03.1978 Rev. Fr. Chinnasamy Kumbakonam

19.03.2016 Rev. Fr. A. Mairadoss Kumbakonam

23.03.2012 Rev. Fr. P. Antonisamy Kumbakonam

24.03.1948 Rev. Fr. I. Susainathar Kumbakonam

31.03.2019 Rev. Fr. I. Arulswamy Kumbakonam









  
  

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CHRISM MASS, DIOCESE OF KUMBAKONAM

Dear Reverend Fathers,

Priests’ Sanctification Day for our clergy followed by the Chrism Mass
falls on March 30, 2026 Monday with the following program in St.
John De Britto Pastoral Centre, Kumbakonam:

Animator : Rev.Fr. D. Alphonse, Kottar

10.00 am : Arrival

10.30 am : Talk – I : Ministry in the Footsteps of Jesus

11.15 am : Tea Break

11.45 am : Talk II : Synodal Approach in Pastoral Ministry

01.00 pm : Lunch

03.00 pm : Adoration & Penitential Service – Individual Confessions

Short reflection by the Preacher

04.30 pm : Tea

06.00 pm : Chrism Mass – Procession from the Bishop’s House to
Cathedral

Homily – Fr. D. Alphonse
08.00 pm : Dinner

Chrism Mass is an important occasion to renew our commitment to
Priesthood and to our Diocese.  It is a call  to renew our commitment
and to be deeply convinced of our role as animators  at the service of
the people of God.

Hence, may I fraternally request  all the priests (Diocesan and Religious)
working in our diocese  to participate in  Chrism Mass.

Msgr. M. Philomindas,
Vicar General.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE JUDICIAL VICAR
24.02.2026

Rev. and dear Fathers,

Prayerful Greetings from Fr. S. Rajasekar, Judicial Vicar!

This is to kindly inform you that the Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Tribunal of

Kumbakonam Diocese has completed 21 cases in 2025 and there are still

20 cases pending. We earnestly request the parish priests to advise the

parties to approach the Tribunal after obtaining a copy of the civil divorce.

The Tribunal deals with the cases in the order that they are registered and

not on the basis of recommendation. The more urgent cases can be

attended to if the Judicial Vicar judges so or the Petitioner takes a special

mandate from the Bishop. The following documents are necessary to file

the petition in the Tribunal:

1. Petition by either or both of the parties addressed to the Judicial Vicar.

The petition must contain an up-to-date information regarding

addresses, telephone numbers of the Petitioner and the Respondent.

2. The Marriage Certificate

3. Petitioner’s Baptism Certificate (recently issued by the Parish Priest
within last 6 months)

4. A copy of the Civil Divorce

5. Any related medical certificate if available

6. An assessment letter from the parish priest

For further clarifications, please do not hesitate to contact the Tribunal
Office.

Requesting your cooperation

Rev. Fr. S. Rajasekar

Judicial Vicar
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NEWS FROM THE DIOCESAN
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Dear Fathers,

This year our diocese has resumed the scholarship program for

Catholic students.  329 deserving students (SC students = 167 and

Non-SC students =162) have received their educational scholarship -

each an amount of  Rs. 3000/-.  The cheques were distributed to the

beneficiaries through their respective parish priests.

We express our sincere gratitude to all the parish priests for

their dedicated efforts in identifying deserving students and assisting in

the distribution of the scholarships. We also extend our heartfelt thanks

to our beloved Bishop, Director of KMSSS, Director of  CHALICE

and Rector of  Poondi Madha Basilica for their generous contributions

which have enabled us to support the education of our students and

strengthen the mission of our diocese.

Rev. Fr. A. Victor Lawrence

Secretary to the Diocesan

Scholarship Committee
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SENATE MEETING

Dear Members of Senate,

May I cordially invite you to the forthcoming Senate Meeting scheduled
on March 17, 2026, Tuesday in the Bishop’s House, Kumbakonam at
10.00 am.

Agenda: Discussion on the – Education Policy Draft of the Diocese of
Kumbakonam Rev. Fr. S. Augustine

Secretary to the Senate

EXTRA ORDINARY GENERAL  BODY MEETING  OF
THE  KUMBKAONAM  DIOCESE  SOCIETY

The Members of the Kumbakonam Diocese Society are kindly
requested to participate in the Extraordinary General Body Meeting to be
held in the Bishop House, Kumbakonam on March 17, 2026, Tuesday
around 2.30 pm.

1. Most Rev. A. Jeevanandam, President
2. Msgr. M. Philomindas, Vice-president
3. Very Rev. Fr. J. Antony Joseph, Secretary cum Treasurer
4. Rev. Fr. S. Soosainathan, Member
5. Rev. Fr. A. Martin De Pores, Member
6. Very Rev. Fr. G. Cosmon Arokiaraj, Member
7. Very Rev. Fr. M.A. Soosaimanickam, Member
8. Very Rev. Fr. S. Innocent, Member
9. Very Rev. Fr. A. Xavier, Member
10. Very Rev. Fr. S. Joseph Kennedy, Member
11. Very Rev. Fr. A. Suvakin, Member
12. Rev. Fr. S. Augustine, Member
13. Rev. Fr. A. Sahayaraj, Member
14. Rev. Fr. P. Augustine, Member
15. Rev. Fr. S. Mariadoss, Member
16. Rev. Fr. A. Mark Marceline, Member

Very Rev. Fr. J. Antony Joseph
Secretary cum Treasurer

Kumbakonam Diocese Society
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FROM THE PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings from Fr. J. Antony Joseph!

The following is the list of Parishes, Institutions and Priests who

have contributed to the Diocese (February 2026).

Contribution from Schools

Andimadam - St. Martin’s Matric Hr. Sec. School 5,00,000

Naduvalur - Bharathamadha Hr. Sec. School 7,00,000

Kumbakonam - L F Hr. Sec. School 5,00,000

Salary contribution

Fr. R. Fredrick David - for Jan 2026 74,000

Fr. A. Arul Sebastian  for Jan 2026 49,118

Fr. G. Arockiaraj  for Jan 2026 86,700

Fr. U. Rajendrasekar -  for Dec 2025 55,086

Fr. U. Rajendrasekar  for Jan 2026 62,086

Fr. V. E. Santhakumar -  for Jan 2026 73,200

Mass Intention

Ariyalur Parish 7000

Tollgate Parish for Jan 2026 4950

Poondi Madha Basilica, Poondi 5,00,000

Fr. G. Cosmon Arockiaraj 1,00,000

Pension Contribution

Fr. L. Benjamin 24,000

Fr. J. John Panneerselvam 7000

Contribution from Poondi

Poondi Madha Basilica, Poondi 10,00,000
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Slab Contribution

Ariyalur Parish 1,00,000

Sembodai Parish 5000

Thirukkavalur Parish 5000

Ayyempet 20,000

Rent Contribution

Musiri Parish - Rent from Shops 4,00,000

I extend my sincere and special thanks to all the priests who have

generously contributed to the diocese by way of Slab, Salary and

other sources.  Your cooperation clearly reflects your goodwill and

commitment towards our diocese.

Note: Reverend and Dear Fathers, This is our good old custom to

offer three Masses for the repose of the soul of departed priest of

our diocese. I wish to remind you to offer three Masses for the soul

of Rev. Fr. A. Susaimanickam who passed away on 18th February,

2026.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. J. Antony Joseph,

Procurator.

DIOCESAN WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATION

The Diocese of  Kumbakonam warmly invites priests

and religious to encourage participation in the Women’s Day

Celebration to be held on 14th March at Jayankondam, and

kindly requests that 10 women from each parish be sent to

take part in this joyful diocesan gathering that celebrates the

dignity and mission of women in the Church and society.
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

  

  M.  

 M.  

 M.S.  

  

 
 

  

  

 
 

 S.  

  

  

  

  

  


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



  


S.

“
  ”  
  C.J.    
   “
  
  ”  
G.R. 
 


M.    




    




    
   

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    
   
    S.  
   
    


   
 
   



 
CBCI   CHARIS
(National March for Life)

   
  S.  




  

  

 

  

 



S.

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




     
   

    

    
   



  



  
 
   




     
   
    
 M. 
      
   

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    
A. 
 
G. 
   




P. A. 
S. 

  



A.




25-01-2026 ,yhy;Fb kiwtl;l nghJepiyapdu; Nguit

cWg;gpdu;fSf;fhd Kjy; $l;lk; QhapW>

khiy 3.30 kzp mstpy; ,yhy;Fb Gdpj

R+irag;gu; Myaf; $lj;jpy; kiwtl;l mjpgu;

NguUs;jpU. A. Nrtpau; mtu;fspd; jiyikapy;

eilngw;wJ. ,f;$l;lj;jpy; nkhj;jk; 14 Ngu;

fye ;J nfhz ;ldu ; .  j pUmita py ;

ng hJe piya pdu pd ;  Kf ;f paj ;Jtk ;
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vLj;Jiuf;fg;gl;L> gq;Ffspy; Mu;tKld;

jq;fsJ flikfis nra;a nghJepiyapdu;

Kd;tu Ntz;Lk; vd typAWj;jg;gl;lJ.

kiwtl;l xUq;fpizg;ghsu;fshf rNfhjuh;

A. MNuhf;fpajh];> rNfhjup S. mf;]pypah

MfpNahu; Nju;e;njLf;fg;gl;ldu;.

27-01-2026 fpwpj;jt tho;Tupik ,af;fj;jpd; kiwkhtl;l

xUq;fpizg;ghsu;fs; $l;lk; jpUr;rp> gpuhl;bA+h;

nghJepiyapdu; cUthf;f ikaj;jpy; newpahsu;

NkjF Mau; ePjpehjd; mtu;fs; jiyikapy;

eilngw;wJ. tUk; rl;lg;Nguit Nju;jYf;F

MjuT Nfl;L tUk; murpay; fl;rpfSf;Fk;>

Ntl;ghsu;fSf;Fk; ehk; mspf;ftpUf;Fk;

Nfhupf;if gl;baypy; rpy jpUj;jq;fs;>

Nru;f;iffs; nra;J MaUf;F mDg;g KbT

nra;ag;gl;lJ. $l;lj;jpy; Nju;jy; Fwpj;j

fye;Jiuahlypy; Nju;jypy; ek; ,yf;F kw;Wk;

Nehf;fk; Fwpj;J tpthjpj;J jPu;khdq;fs;

epiwNtw;wg;gl;ld.

[dtup 10 Kjy; 16 tiu: ngq;fSh; NBCLC-y; ele;j
nghJepiyapdUf;fhd fUj;juq;fpy; ekJ

kiwkhtl;lk; rhu;ghf 5 Ngu; fye;J nfhz;L

gadile;jdu;.

gpg;utup> khu;r; khj gzpf;FO jpl;lk;:

ele;Jnfhz;bUf;Fk; jtf;fhyj;jpy; kf;fspd; Md;kPf

<Lghl ;il tsu ;g ;gjw ;fhf r ptfq ;if
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kiwkhtl;l ew;nra;jp gzpahsu;fisf; nfhz;L

ekJ kiwkhtl;lj;jpYs;s tLfu;Ngl;il>

tpufhY}u; kw;Wk; JiwA+h; gq;Ffspy; ,y;yq;fs;

re;jpg;G elj;JtJ.



,





 
   

 

   

    

  


     


   
S. 



 
 
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  



    

 



  









   

  





  



 G. 



  



    



KMSSS 

    

  




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

    



     



 DSMP





 gpg ;utu p khjk ; Vohk ; Njjp > rdpf ;f poik>
n[aq;nfhz;lk; gq;fpy; md;gpaj;jpw;fhd fiyg;
Nghl;bfs; elj;jg;gl;ld. rpwg;ghf midj;J md;gpa

FLk;gq;fSk; ,jpy; gq;Nfw;wdu;.

 gpg;utup khjk; vl;lhk; Njjp> Qhapw;Wf;fpoik khiy>
kf;fis md;gpaj;jpy; xUq;fpizf;f gy;NtW tptpypa

Nghl;bfs; elj;jg;gl;ld. ,jpy; midj;J md;gpa
cWg;gpdu;fSk; fye;J nfhz;L rpwg;ghd gq;fspg;ig
nfhLj;jhu;fs;. ,Wjpapy; kiwtl;l FUf;fNshL

,ize;J nrayh; jiyikapy; md;gpa Mz;L tpoh
eilngw ; wJ . midj ;J Vw ; g hLfisAk ;
n[aq;nfhz;lk; kiwtl;l Kjd;ikje;ij NguUs;jpU

S. N[hrg; nfd;db xUq;fpizj;J nra;jhh;fs;.

 VBS-tFg;GfSf;fhd Gj;jfq;fs; nrayu; je;ijaplk;
cs;sd. tpUg;gKs;s gq;Fj;je;ijah;fs; jq;fsJ

gq;FfSf;Fj; Njitg;gLk; Gj;jfq;fis nrayh;
je;ijaplkpUe;J ngw;Wf; nfhs;syhk;.
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 VBS gapw;rp tFg;Gfs; jpz;btdj;jpy; eilngw
cs;sJ. MfNt tpUg;gKs;s kw;Wk; Mu;tKs;s

egu;fs; nrayu; thapyhf ,e;jg; gapw;rp tFg;Gfspy;

gq;Nfw;W gad;ngwyhk;.


I.




 
   

    
A.

    


  S.   
A.    
S.  



    

A.
   

 J.      
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   



    
A.    
 J.   


   

  
  A.   
S.   


 
    
    
  A.   
  


    

  
A.
    




A. 


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