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BISHOP’S  MESSAGE

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF WOMEN FARMERS

The United Nations Organization has declared the year 2026 as the

‘International Year of Women Farmers’. The main objectives of this

declaration include ensuring food security for women, recognizing their

contribution to food production, improving women’s nutrition, eradicating

poverty, promoting gender equality, empowering women, securing women’s

rights to land, and involving them in modern technologies. These are lofty

ideals toward which we must strive.

Although women in our country constitute about 40% of the total

population, only 14% of them own land. This is a harsh reality that we

must acknowledge and address. It is our responsibility to correct this

imbalance and restore gender equity. Women labor tirelessly, yet many

do not own land. In a nutshell, women are often exploited by both society

and the media.

Women agricultural workers often work harder than men but receive

lower wages. On average, a woman agricultural worker earns less than

Rs. 300 per day. They contribute equally in terms of time and skill in

agriculture. In fact, women play a significant role in strengthening the

agrarian economy of the country. Their contribution to cattle rearing is

immense, yet they remain underpaid.

Women in the unorganized sector contribute greatly to the nation’s

economy. However, their labor is undervalued, and they are frequently

exploited by landowners. Domestic workers, roadside vendors, and

agricultural laborers suffer due to the lack of legal protection and job

security.
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Women are often treated merely as a vote bank by political parties.

However, what they truly need is a steady monthly income, safe public

transportation, dignified employment, and essential safety measures that

enable them to balance work and family responsibilities. Facilities such as

public toilets during travel and safe transportation at night are also crucial.

Considering the challenges women face during their menstrual cycle, girl

students and working women should be granted “leave with pay.” Both

state and union governments must enact appropriate laws and amendments

to safeguard women’s rights. On 13-03-2026, in the ‘Silendra Mani Thiripati

vs. Union Government of India PIL case’, the Chief Justice, Mr. Suryakanth,

observed that mandating paid menstrual leave might negatively impact

women’s employment, as employers may hesitate to hire them. He

suggested that it would be better if companies voluntarily provided such

leave.

While this observation reflects the current realities of the labor market, it

also raises an important question: if the judiciary does not step in to protect

women from exploitation, who will? The struggles of rural agricultural

women, in particular, remain largely unseen and unimaginable.

At the very least, in this International Year of Women Farmers, society

must ensure fundamental rights, dignified living conditions, safety, and

respect for women. It is not enough to focus only on representation and

financial growth; women must also be guaranteed freedom of movement,

safe workplaces, equal wages, and shared responsibilities with men.

It is the duty of every member of society to work toward the true

development, emancipation, and freedom of women.
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In our Church institutions and parishes, we must take the lead in ensuring

the dignity, equality, freedom, and safety of women.

Let us respect women and uphold true feminism.

Let us honor women farmers.

Let us protect women’s rights.

By

Most. Rev. A. Jeevanandam











  

  


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Bishop’s Programme – MAY 2026

Date  Day       Time                               Programme

02 Sat 06.00 p.m. Mass: Kandiyankuppam, Varatharajanpet

03 Sun 06.30 p.m. Mass: Sivagangai

06 Wed 10.00 a.m. Council Meeting, Kumbakonam

06.00 p.m. Flag Hoisting: Poondi

07 Thu Labour Commission Seminar, Vailankanni

09 Sat 09.30 a.m. Youth Commission Kazhai Vizha, Kumbakonam

06.00 p.m. Mass at Agalanganallur

10 Sun 05.30 p.m. Parish Church Consecration: Natchiyarkoil

11 Mon 09.00 a.m. Education Committee Meeting , Kumbakonam

14 Thu 06.00 p.m. Feast Mass: Poondi

15 Fri 06.00 a.m. Feast Mass: Poondi

20 Wed 08.30 a.m. Mass, Keelamichaelpatti

21 Thu 06.00 p.m. Mass: Valangaiman

23 Sat 10.00 a.m. Mensch Trust Meeting, Kumbakonam

05.30 p.m. Mass: Vailankanni

24 Sun 08.00 a.m. First Holy Communion and Confirmation Mass:

Cathedral, Kumbakonam

25 Mon 09.30 a.m. Anbiam Jubilee Mass, Trichy

06.00 p.m. Renovated Chapel Blessing, Melarasur

28 Thu 10.00 a.m. Mass at Cathedral, Kumbakonam

29 Fri 02.00 p.m. Diocesan Society Meeting, Kumbakonam

30 Sat 06.00 p.m. Mass: Malai Madha Shrine, Konalai

31 Sun 11.00 a.m. Chariot Blessing, Kovandakurichy
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BIRTHDAY

05.05.1989 Fr. G. Jayan Kumbakonam

06.05.1975 Fr. D. Barnabass Vadaveekam

06.05. 1979 Fr. A. Emmanuvel Nettalankurichy

11.05.1946 Fr. P. Joseph Pullambadi

13.05.1985 Fr. S. Arun Patric Xavier Bangalore

15.05.1972 Fr. A. Lawrence Bangalore

15.05.1977 Fr. R. Fredrick David Kulumur

19.05.1961 Fr. K. David USA

19.05.1961 Fr. L. Mariadoss Thondamathurai

19.05.1989 Fr. A. Victor Lawrence Kumbakonam

20.05.1985 Fr. D. Maria Alphonse Raja Soosaiyapparpatinam

23.05.1978 Fr. A. James Raj Kumbakonam

25.05.1982 Fr. S. Arockiadoss Vadagarai

26.05.1957 Fr. A. Arokiasamy K.V. Pet

28.05.1981 Fr. A. William Fernandez Konnaikudy

29.05.1994 Fr. S. Arul Francis Elakurichy

30.05.1984 Fr. R. Chinnapparaj Rome

NECROLOGY

02.05.2021 Rev. Fr. T. Joseph Kumbakonam

04.05.1973 Most. Rev. Peter Francis Kumbakonam

04.05.2020 Rev. Fr. S. Arulsamy Vizhapallam
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05.05.1990 Rev. Fr. A. Rex Manickam Kumbakonam

10.05.2021 Rev. Fr. G. Edison Chinnappan Kumbakonam

11.05.2019 Rev. Fr. A. Vincent Kumbakonam

13.05.1955 Rev. Fr. L. Pragasam Perumpannaiyur

13.05.1990 Rev. Fr. A. Antony Rajan Kumbakonam

16.05.1956 Rev. Fr. A. S. Lourdes Kumbakonam

17.05.1983 Rev. Fr. C. P. Periyanayagam Kumbakonam

21.05.1913 Most. Rev. Hugo Bottero Kumbakonam

23.05.1986 Rev. Fr. L. Savarinathan Michaelpatti

24.05.2021 Rev. Fr. I. Antony Joseph Kumbakonam

25.05.2021 Rev. Fr. R.S. Antonysamy Kumbakonam

28.05.1989 Rev. Fr. R. Soosainathar Kumbakonam

ORDINATION DAY

01.05.2002 Fr. M. Selvaraj Padalur

01.05.2006 Fr. A. Arul Prakasam Coimbatore

01.05.2006 Fr. A. Antony Vadaveekam

01.05.2006 Fr. A. Augustine Peter Thiruvalanthurai

01.05.2006 Fr. A. Benedict Prabaharan Rome

01.05.2006 Fr. S. Joseph Kennedy Jayankondam

01.05.2006 Fr. A. Paula Jayakumar Chennai

01.05.2006 Fr. J. Ruban Antoniraj Poondi

01.05.2006 Fr. V. Sahaya Christuraja Sikkalnayakanpettai



8KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER

01.05.2006 Fr. V. E. Santhakumar Samayapuram

01.05.2006 Fr. S. J. Soosaimanickam Perambalur

02.05.2005 Fr. J. Amarsingh Eliyazer Kumbakonam

02.05.2005 Fr. A. Arul Irudayasamy Germany

02.05.2005 Fr. S. Don Bosco Megalathur

02.05.2005 Fr. S. Felix Samuel Varatharajanpet

02.05.2005 Fr. R. Fredrick David Kulumur

02.05.2005 Fr. S. Mariadoss Konalai

02.05.2005 Fr. A. Rajamanickam Kumbakonam

02.05.2005 Fr. J. Regis Palayam

02.05.2005 Fr. K. Robert Thottiyam

02.05.2005 Fr. A. Victor Paulraj Keelamichaelpatti

02.05.2005 Fr. L. Vijay Nirmal Gnaniraj Germany

02.05.2005 Fr. K. Xavier Ariyalur

02.05.2011 Fr. J. Bastin Britto Vadaveekam

02.05.2011 Fr. S. Chinnapparaj Germany

02.05.2011 Fr. B. John Bosco Trichy

02.05.2011 Fr. M. Joseph Raj Kaniyiruppu

02.05.2011 Fr. E. Joseph Micheal Raj Thirumanthurai

02.05.2011 Fr. A. Mark Marceline Irungalur

02.05.2011 Fr. A. Benedict Diraviam Thirupanthurithy

04.05.1984 Fr. C. Kulandai S.P. Koil

04.05.1984 Fr. M. A. Thanaraj Koovathur

04.05.1984 Fr. S. Soosainathan Periyavarseeli

06.05.1990 Fr. K. David USA
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06.05.1990 Most. Rev.  A. Jeevanandam Kumbakonam

06.05.1990 Fr. G. Cosmon Arokiaraj Kumbakonam

06.05.1990 Fr. D. Antony Solomon Annmangalam

06.05.1991 Fr. L. Mariadoss Thondamanthurai

06.05.1991 Fr. V.I. Peter Fatimapuram

12.05.1986 Fr. A. Santhanam Punalvasal

12.05.1986 Msgr. M. Philomindas Kumbakonam

12.05.2010 Fr. S. Albert Xavier Poondi

12.05.2010 Fr. S. Arockiadoss Vadagarai

12.05.2010 Fr. P. Arockia Raja Pune

12.05.2010 Fr. M. Arun Bellarmin Singapore

12.05.2010 Fr. N. Chinnapparaj Kumbakonam

12.05.2010 Fr. R.S. Don Bosco            Kattur - Ramanathapuram

12.05.2010 Fr. I. John Kennedy Kumbakonam

13.05.1987 Fr. A. Francis Thiruvaiyaru

13.05.1987 Fr. R. Peter Arokiadoss Vengangudi

13.05.1987 Fr. A. Xavier Lalgudi

13.05.1987 Fr. T. Devadoss Kumbakonam

13.05.1988 Fr. M. Antonysamy Thogur

13.05.1988 Fr. M. Francis Vandalai

13.05.1988 Fr. J. Antony Joseph Kumbakonam

22.05 2021 Fr. C. Alwin Joseph USA

22.05.2021 Fr. N. Valan Arasu USA

27.05.1980 Fr. G. Michael Kovandakurichy

27.05.1980 Fr. P. Thangasamy Elakurichy

27.05.1980 Fr. M. Stanislaus Vadugarpet
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FROM THE VICAR GENERAL OFFICE

Along with our Bishop, let us give a very cordial

welcome to our new Priests:

1. Rev. Fr. SEMIYON RAJ

(Mobile : 9597930135)

2. Rev. Fr. JOE PRINCE DEEPAK

(Mobile : 8526076370)

3. Rev. Fr. EBENEZER SACHIN

(Mobile : 8526365482)

Let us receive them with fraternal charity, accept

them with openness and treat them as our

collaborators. We wish them a very happy and fruitful

ministry in the diocese.

Msgr. M. Philomindas,

Vicar General
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FROM THE PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings from Fr. J. Antony Joseph!

The following is the list of Parishes, Institutions and Priests who

have contributed to the Diocese (April 2026).

Contribution from Community Halls

Kallakudi Parish - Community Hall (2025-2026) 1,00,000

No.1 Tollgate Parish - Community Hall (2025-2026) 5,04,665

Contribution From Priests Abroad

Fr. M. Arulraj 78,200

Fr. K. David 3,00,000

Fr. S. Jerome Paulraj 50,000

Fr. T. Jestin Prathap 60,000

Contribution from Schools

LFHSS, Kumbakonam for 2025-2026 1,00,000

St. Theresa’s, Sendurai for 2025-2026 20,00,000

Contribution from Hostels

LF Hostel, Kumbakonam for 2025-2026 50,000

St. Joseph’s Hostel, Kulumur for 2025-2026 50,000

Mass Intentions

Jayankondam Parish 20,550

Pudukottai Parish 10,000

Salary Contribution

Fr. G. Arokiaraj 86,700

Fr. A. Arul Sebastian 49,118

Fr. R. Jayaraj 95,620

Fr. U. Rajendra Sekar 62,086

Fr. V.E. Santhakumar 73,200
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Slab Contribution

Agnespuram Parish for 2025-2026 5000

Ammanpet Parish for 2025-2026 30,000

Annamangalam Parish for 2025-2026 45,000

Cathedral Parish for 2025-2026 1,00,000

Kallakudi Parish for 2025-2026 30,000

Kattur Parish for 2025-2026 10,000

Kulamanickam Parish for 2025-2026 12,000

Kulumur Parish for 2025-2026 10,000

Mathur Parish for 2025-2026 6000

Nachiyarkoil for 2025-2026 5000

Sukkambar Parish for 2025-2026 10,000

T.Pet Parish for 2025-2026 5000

Thiruvaiyaru Parish for 2025-2026 40,000

Tollgate Parish for 2025-2026 80,000

Valagaiman Parish for 2025-2026 4500

I extend my sincere thanks to everyone for the generous

contribution.

As the financial year 2025-2026 has just concluded, I wish

to sincerely thank you for your kind cooperation not only in remitting

the dues to the Diocese, but also for your continued support and

encouraging words.

The dates and venue for the audit have already been

communicated to you. I kindly request your cooperation in making

the auditing process smooth and successful.
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While expressing my gratitude to those who have already

submitted the annual returns, I would like to gently remind those

who have not yet done to kindly submit them at the earliest.

Any pending remittance pertaining to the financial year

2025-2026 may also be settled at your earliest convenience.

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. J. Antony Joseph,

Procurator.



  

 G.  

 U.S  

 P.  

 P.  

  


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

    
   

   
   
  
  
  G.  



  
  


 

   




    


    
   
  
   
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
   





  

  

 

  

 



S.









  
   
  


   

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
  









 
 J.
    



  
 K.    

   
   
  
  



 
A. 

 

 
P.OCD
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
  



 
   
  




A.




30-03-2026 ,e;jpa nghJepiyapdhpd; ghJfhtyuhd Gdpj

Njtrfhaj;ij Nehf;fp kd;whLk; tifapy;>

,e;jpa Mau; Nguit cUthf;fpa gupe;Jiu

kd;whl ;bd ; jkpo ; tbtj;ij Gdpjupd;

cUtj;NjhL ,izj;J nrg ml;ilfis>

jk pof nghJe piya pdu ;  gzpf ;FO

tbtikj;Js;sJ. kiwkhtl;lj;jpd; Gdpj thu

jpUj;ijy jpUg;gypapd; Kbtpy; ,e;j nrg

ml ;ilfshdJ midtUf ;Fk ;

tpepNahfpf;fg;gl;L midj;J gq;FfSf;Fk;

mDg;gpitf;fg;gl;ld.

11-04-2026 jkpof rl;lg;Nguitj; Nju;jiy Kd;dpl;L

jkpof Mau; Nguitapd; rl;lg; gpupT kw;Wk;
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fpwpj;jtu; tho;Tupik ,af;fk; ,ize;J

fj;Njhypf;f fye;Jiuahly;- jkpofj; Nju;jy;

2026" vd;w xU ehs; fUj;jku;T jpUr;rp

mUq;nfhil ,y;yj;jpy; eilngw;wJ. jkpof

mstpy; eilngw;w ,f;fUj;juq;if> nrd;id

kapiy cau; kiwkhtl;l Nguhau; NkjF. [hu;[;

me;Njhzprhkp jiyikNaw;W elj;jpdhu;.

,f;$l;lj;jpy;> tUk; Nju;jypy; rkarhu;gw;w

kw;Wk; rpWghd;ikapdupd; cupikfis

ghJfhf;Fk; fl;rpf;F thf;fspg;gJ vd

jPu;khdpf;fg;gl;lJ. jkpof kiwkhtl;lq;fspd;

Mau;fs; ngUk;ghd;ikahf fye;Jnfhz;l

,f;fUj;juq;fpy; Rkhu; 350 Ngu; gq;Nfw;wdu;.

ekJ kiwkhtl;lk; rhu;ghf 30 Ngu; fye;J

nfhz;ldu;.

kiwkhtl;lj;jpd; nghJepiyapdu; mikg;Gfspd;

nray;ghLfis tYg;gLj;jp mjd;%yk;

gzpf;FOtpd; ,yf;fhd gq;Fg; Nguitia

gq;Ffspy; jpwk;gl nray;gLj;Jk; Nehf;fpy;

gf;j rigfspd; nghWg;ghsu ;fSf;fhd

fye;Jiuahly; kw;Wk; fUj;Jiu elj;JtJ

vd KbT nra;ag;gl;lJ. ,jd; Jtf;fkhf>

kupahapd; Nrid nghWg;ghsu;fSf;fhd

fUj;Jiu toq;FtJ Fwpj;J ,yhy;Fb

nfhkpj ;r pa jiytiu mZfp

fye;Jiuahlg;gl;lJ. mjd;gb tUk; Nk khjj;jpy;

eilngwTs;s ,yhy;Fb nfhkpj;rpa $l;lj;jpy;

nghJepiyapdu ; nghWg ;ghsu ;fSf;fhd

fUj;Jiu toq;f KbT nra;ag;gl;lJ.



19KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER

nguk;gY}u; kiwtl;lj;jpw;Fl;gl;l Nka;g;Gg;gzp

Nguitapd; nghJepiyapdu; cWg;gpdu;fSf;fhd

,uz;lhk; fl;l $l;lk; elj;JtJ njhlu;ghf

kiwtl ;l mj pg u ;  mtu ; fNshL

fye;Jiuahlg;gl;lJ. mjd;gb tUk; Nk

khjj;jpy; xU ehs; $l;lk; elj;jg;gl cs;sJ.

Nk khj nray;jpl;lq;fs; :

1) 10-05-2026 kupahapd; Nrid ,yhy;Fb nfhkpj;rpa

nghJepiyapdu; nghWg;ghsu;fSf;fhd rpwg;G

fUj;jku;T elj;jg;gl cs;sJ.

2) nguk;gY}u; kiwtl;lj;jpw;Fl;gl;l Nka;g;Gg;gzp

Nguitapd; nghJepiyapdu; cWg;gpdu;fSf;fhd

,uz;lhk; fl;l $l;lk; Fwpg;gpl;l xU ehspy;

eilngwTs;sJ.



,






   

 
   

   

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   



 



   



   



   



   

 



     



    

   











 DSMP


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tptpypa kw;Wk; md;gpa gzpf;FOf;fs;

 jpz;btdj;jpy; eilngw;w Nfhil tpLKiw tptpypa

gapw;rp fUj;juq;fpy; ekJ kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; ,Ue;J>

Jwtw rigfisr; rhu;e;j mUs;fd;dpau;fs; gq;Nfw;W

gadile;jhu;fs;.

 Nfhil tpLKiw tptpypa tFg;GfSf;fhd Gj;jfq;fs;

ekJ kiwkhtl;l tptpypa gzpf;FO nrayu;

je;ijaplk; cs;sJ. tpUg;gKs;s gq;Fj;je;ijau;fs;

mtw;iw ngw;W jq;fs; gq;Ffspy; Nfhil tpLKiw

tptpypa tFg;Gfis elj;jyhk;.

 ekJ kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; yhy;Fb kiwtl;lj;ij Nrh;e;j

nfhziyg; gq;fpy; ,e;j Mz;L Nfhil tpLKiw

tptpypa tFg;ghdJ ntF rpwg;ghf ele;J tUfpwJ.

 nguk;gY}u; kiwtl;lj;ijr; rhu;e;j Nfhl;lg;ghisak;

gq;fpy; Nfhil tpLKiw tptpypa tFg;ghdJ

,t;thz;L ntF rpwg;ghf eilngw;W tUfpwJ.



 

    
A. 
   
   


  

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    
A. 
 S.  





    
A. 


 
    





    


    
   
  







A. 

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Grotto Blessing: Vizhapallam

Renovated Church Blessing: Elakurichy

Vocation Camp, Kumbakonam
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