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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

BLACK DAY

We, the Christians in India suffer double discrimination: Not

only do we suffer because of our religion but also the majority of us
who are Dalits, once known as “untouchables” suffer harassment
because of their caste. Although Dalits are given preferential treatment
under Indian law, it does not apply to Christians and Muslims. On August
10,1950, the first president of India Rajendra Prasad, signed a
presidential order stating that no one belonging to ““a religion different
from the Hindu religion shall be deemed to be a member of a Scheduled
Caste. Sikhs in 1956 and Buddhists in 1990 have since been allowed
to also benefit from laws applying to Dalits. For this reason, the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India, CBCI, has designated August 10 to be
observed as a “Black day,” and called for meetings, rallies, candle-light
vigils and other forms of demonstrations to be organized to show support
and solidarity to those Christians and Muslims belonging to scheduled

castes who are suffering the injustice of having their legal rights denied.

In our diocese we have been observing this black day every
year. The diocesan Sc/St commission secretary organizes demonstrations
and meetings on this day every year. Except a very few, only the Dalit
Christians participate in these demonstration and meetings. When a

particular section of our people suffer injustice due to the presidential
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order 1950, the Church of Kumbakonam should not remain silent
spectator. When a particular part of the body suffers an injury or sickness
the entire body suffers. Same way, we being the Body of Christ should
rise up in solidarity with our own suffering brethren. It is a fact that the
majority of our Dalit Christians remain economically and socially poor
and unemployed. This year the black day, coming 10® August is observed
in zonal levels all over Tamil Nadu. The dioceses of Trichy, Thanjavur
and Kumbakonam are together organizing a meeting to highlight the plight
of our Dalit brethren and to demonstrate our support to their cause on

August 10,2026 at4.00 PM in Thanjavur.

May I earnestly request all our faithful, priests and religious to
participate in this meeting and seek the attention of the both State and
Union Governments to their suffering. The parish priests and the heads
of institutions would do well to inform the people well ahead of the
importance of the observation of Black Day and to encourage them to
participate in the meeting in Thanjavur in large numbers. United we win

and divided we lose!

With Best Wishes
+ Bishop A. Jeevanandam
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( Bishop’s Programme - AUGUST 2026 |

Date | Day Time Programme

02 | Sun | 06.30 p.m. | Mass: Perambalur

04 | Tue Priest’s Day & Honouring the Jubilarians: Poondi

05-07 Wed - Fri | Meeting the Correspondents of Matriculation

Schools, Kumbakonam

08 | Sat | 11.00 a.m. | Tamilnadu Catholic Association Meeting, Lalgudi

12 | Wed| 06.00 p.m. | Mass at Holy Redeemer Church, Trichy

14 | Fri | 06.00 p.m. | Feast Mass at Cathedral, Kumbakonam

15 | Sat | 06.00 p.m. | Mass at Elakurichy

22 | Sat | 09.00 a.m. | Teacher’s Animation Programme, Kumbakonam
10.30 a.m. | KMSSS General Body Meeting, Kumbakonam

23 | Sun | 10.00 a.m. | @emenGuinit CEMAGHAWID, CEUINRIGHTEITL LD

24 | Mon Visitor’s Day: Priest and Religious

25 | Tue Visitor's Day: Lay People

26 | Wed| 10.00 a.m. | Teacher’s Animation Programme, Vengankudi
06.00 p.m. | MEP 250th Year Jubilee Mass, Pondicherry

27 | Thu

28 |Fri | 04.00 p.m. | St. Joseph’s Middle School Centenary

Celebration, Tholur Patti
29 | Sat | 10.00 a.m. | Teacher’s Animation Programme, Jayankondam
30 | Sun | 06:00 p.m. | Flag Hoisting Mass, Poondi
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BIRTHDAY

02.08.1987 Fr.A. Iruthayaraj Kumbakonam
05.08.1990 Fr. M. Arulraj Netharlands
10.08.1971 Fr. S. Alphonse Pullambadi
10.08.1975 Fr. S. A. Amalraj Kumbakonam
12.08.1964 Fr. S. Joseph Arokiaraj Malathankulam
13.08.1970 Fr.A. Jeyaraj Kumbakonam
16.08.1992 Fr.C. Alwin USA

17.08.1979 Fr. W. Adaikalaraj Gabirelpuram

18.08.1948 Fr. P. Henry Pushparaj Devimanagalam

22.08.1981 Fr. N. Chinnapparaj Kumbakonam

26.08.1956 Fr. S. Augustine Melaneduvai

26.08.1997 Fr. A. Ebenezar Sachin Elakurichy

31.08.1973 Fr. R. Jayaraj Pallividai
NECROLOGY

07.08.1969 Rev. Fr. C. X. Duraisamy Kumbakonam

08.08.1944 Rev. Fr. K. A. Rethinam Kumbakonam

08.08.1945 Reuv. Fr. S. Maria Pragasam Viragalur

09.08.1972 Rev. Fr. R. Asirvatham Kumbakonam
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10.08.1978 Msgr. K. M. Gnaninathar Kumbakonam
23.08.1972 Reuv. Fr. D. Maria Michael Ammanpettai
24.08.1967 Rev. Fr. M. R. Kulandai Kumbakonam
24.08.2020 Rev. Fr. M.S. Lourdusamy  Konnaikudy

26.08.1988 Rev. Fr. Santhappar Kumbakonam
30.08.2010 Rev. Fr. R. Savarimuthu Kumbakonam

ORDINATION DAY

02.08.1974 Most Rev. F. Antonisamy Kumbakonam
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ST. MARIAVIANNEY DAY

Co:me, Jet us rg]'oz' ce with our tonﬁere& ﬁr the Iorcf
c[i’ftﬁouj/;t/fem.

Rev. Fr. A. Packiasamy, Golden Jubilarian

Rev. Fr. U.S. Arokiasamy, Silver Jubilarian

Rev. Fr. S. Alphonse, Silver Jubilarian

Rev. Fr. A. Lawrence, Silver Jubilarian

Rev. Fr. A. David Ramesh, Silver Jubilarian

Rev. Fr. A. Santiagu, Fr. Arputham Illam

Rev. Fr. J. John Pannerselvam, Fr. Arputham Illam

o

Venue : Poondi Madha Retreat Centre, Poondi
Date : August 4, 2026 Tuesday

Program:
09.30 am : Arrival
10.00 am : Holy Eucharist in the Basilica
11.30am : Felicitation in the Poondi Madha Retreat Centre
01.00pm : Lunch and Dispersal

ALL THE DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS CLERGY
ARE MOST WELCOME
IT IS OUR DAY; LET US MAKE IT OURS

Msgr. M. Philomindas
Vicar General
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Note:

Dear Fathers,
The following has been added to the Diocesan Policies and By-Laws.

Chapter-10
(DIOCESAN LEGAL CELL ]

251. The Diocesan Bishop shall appoint a suitable priest who is an
advocate to be in charge of the Diocesan Legal Cell.

252. The Diocesan Bishop may appoint priests who have completed
studies in Civil Law as members of the Diocesan Legal Cell.

253. The diocesan administration will consult the diocesan legal
cell in all diocesan matters which involves legal implication.

254. Any purchase or alienation of any property is to be done in
consultation with legal cell.

255. Lease agreement, renewal of such agreements and cancelation
of lease agreements are done in Consultation with legal cell.

256. If any suit regarding property or any legal issues in the parish,
or institution in to be dealt with the help of the legal cell.

257. The diocesan legal cell will attend court cases with the
permission of bishop.

258. The priest in charge of legal cell, as an advocate can represent
the diocese, Bishop or any institution in any legal or quasi
legal forum and in any other government administrative forum.

259. The diocesan legal cell is responsible to offer legal awareness
programmes and seminars to the priests and the people at
regular intervals.

260. On serious legal issues, the diocesan legal cell may get the
guidance and help from the state level (TNBC) legal cell.

’L‘ J@Q\MW‘\W /Xh%hm’\"rwv\

Most Rev. Dr. A. Jeevanandam
Bishop of Kumbakonam
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Tamil Nadu Bishops’ Council (TNBC)
Tamil Nadu Latin Bishops’ Council (TNLBC)

TNLBC Secretariat | 22/45, Santhome High Road | Chennai - 600 004 | Tamil Nadu | India
T:044-24611949 | M : 82203 91649 | E : tnbctnlbc@gmail.com | Web : www. tnbctnlbc.in

Tamilnadu

Q&trement, 13-07-2026

geny @Cwaeler eurmifleser B (B BSSHNS 9CWT), @enmwGeTaLD, Blenmeurpeilauid euery
(STevor. QWM 10:10), BHIMINE QFQCUBSTTES (HMeor. 2 Q&M 8:9) SLHEMWLEW QEuMIMLWTESR S
Qametoreurfledr (&mevor. 969 2:6-11) UBIW 2 L&TUIGESWTETFEHET BTN, FPWBSEES BHAFUS
fULCETE, FoORWErT® FHOFWHWTS ampsd SLEOWLUIULLTSEH BID ., (HGSSH05
Slymesr&en).
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Most Rev. Dr. George Antonysamy Most Rev. Dr. Lawrence Pius Most Rev. Dr. Nazarene Soosai Most Rev. Dr. S. Antony samy
Archbishop of Madras - Mylapor Bishop of Dharmapuri Bishop of Kottar Archbishop of Madurai
Archbishop’s House, No. 41 Bishops' House, Post Box 32, Bishops' House, P.B. No. 17, Negercoil Archbishop’s House,

Santhome High Road, Chennai - 600 004 Gundalapatty Medu, Dharmapuri - 636701 Kanyakumar Dt. - 629001 K. Pudur, Madurai - 625 007.

Tel : 044 2461102, 24640833 Tel : 04342- 2288409 Tel : 04652-278343, 279152 Tel. No: 0452 - 2566198
Email : abpmmsec@gmail.com Email : dharmapuridiocese@gmail.com Email : kottardiocese@yahoo.co.in Email : abssecretarymdu@gmail.com
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FROM THE PROCURATOR'’S OFFICE

Dear Rev. Fathers,
Greetings from Fr. J. Antony Joseph!

The following is the list of Parishes, Institutions and Priests who
have contributed to the Diocese in July, 2026.

DIOCESAN CORPUS FUND

Fr. C. Kulandai 5000.00
CONTRIBUTION FROM PRIESTS

Fr. A. Eugin Tony 10,000.00
Fr. N. Valan Arasu - 2023- 2025 5,00,000.00
MASS INTENTIONS

Cathedral Parish 40,000.00
SALARY FROM PRIESTS

Fr. G. Arockiaraj forJune 2026 89,676.00
Fr. A. Arul Sebastian for June 2026 50,620.00
Fr. R. Fredrick David from March to June 2026 2,96,000.00
Fr. U. Rajendra Sekar for June 2026 63,052.00
Fr. L. Robert Selvan for June 2026 1,14,258.00
CONTRIBUTION FROM SCHOOLS

St Philominas Hr. Sec. School, Kulumur 3,00,000.00

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your generous
contributions to our Diocese in so many ways. Your dedication,
cooperation, and unwavering commitment to the mission of the
Diocese are deeply appreciated.

As promised earlier, the enhanced viatique will come into effect from
this month onward.
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| also wish to assure you that the comments and suggestions you
have shared have been carefully considered. We have reflected on
each of them with an open mind and will implement those that are
practical and beneficial.

In light of these considerations, the details regarding the viatique
and slab contribution that were communicated to you in my earlier
personal letter may undergo some minor revisions. Any change will
be made only after careful study and thoughtful discernment, always
keeping in mind the welfare of our priests and the long-term well-
being of the Diocese.

Please be assured that every decision we make is guided by our
sincere desire to promote the welfare of our priests while
safeguarding the financial stability, sustainability, and growth of our
Diocese.

| am confident that, with your wholehearted cooperation,
understanding, and continued support, we will be able to accomplish
together what might otherwise seem impossible.

Thank you once again for your generosity, trust, and fraternal
collaboration. May the Lord continue to bless you abundantly in your
priestly ministry.

With prayerful best wishes,

Yours in Christ,
Fr. J. Antony Joseph,
Procurator.
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Pastoral Visit and Confirmation, Kalpalayam
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Renovated Chapel Blessing, Valavanur
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