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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS

Our Holy Father Pope Leo signed his first papal encyclical on 15 May
2026. The encyclical dwells on protecting human dignity in the present
age of AI and it is addressed to all people of good will. It reminds us of
the historical encyclical “Rerum Novarum’ issued by Pope Leo XIII exactly
on the same day in the year 1891. It addressed the issues faced by the
poor workers and laborers in the age of Industrial Revolution. Human
dignity, exploitation of human labor, the rights of workers and common
good were highlighted by the Pope. Today, AI brings about a radical and
an enormous change in the society as Industrial revolution did in the past.
The encyclical is all about safeguarding and protecting humanity. Pope
Leo XIV insists that all our activities should be geared toward the good
of all people and in particular, the poor, the vulnerable and those at the
periphery of the society. Pope raises some of his important concerns
such as fake and wrong information, monitoring, loss of employment and
digital slavery, AI war and the concentration of technological power in
the hands of few corporates. The growth of AI should be utilized for the
overall development and welfare of the humanity. Pope says, that it calls
us for greater responsibility and prudence. He warns us against unjust
wage, child labor, human trafficking, exploitation of the poor workers and
imposing of consumerism over the poor and the future generation.

AI is only a tool and it does not know mercy, compassion, forgiveness
and hope for change. We need to be greatly cautious and careful about
surrendering our right to decide, to a tool which cannot feel the pain, joy
and hopes of living human beings. While making use of AI for the human
welfare we need to be aware of those who are behind the creation and
promotion of AI.

Pope is concerned about the migrants, immigrants, refugees, those who
are displaced due to ethnic violence, wars, climate changes, as well as



3KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER

how the society treats them. Ensuring their legal protection, welcoming
them warmly and treating them humanly is now more urgent than ever.
The world leaders are exhorted to seriously address the reasons and causes
that make them migrate and find solutions.

True development is not only about economic welfare of people but also
the holistic and integral development of people. It would mean every human
being treated with dignity. We need open mind to receive people, unite
people, listening to each other and avoid spirit of dominance.

Pope contrasts the so called “Culture of Power” with the “culture of
civilization of love”. Culture of power results in divisions, wars, violence
and loss of innocent lives. In today’s context, the just war theory is becoming
obsolete. AI is used by militaries of developed countries for efficient
warfare. Pope insists on the instruments of genuine dialogue, diplomacy,
mercy and forgiveness to resolve issues among nations and bring solutions,
unity and peace among the nations. Culture of love, justice and dialogue
will help us to bring about peace and to act against all that is inhuman.

To work for social justice is an integral part of living our Faith and being
true to the Gospels. We, the Christian community should neither exclude
ourselves nor exclude others in building up a true human community in the
world. To make this world a better place to live for all human beings is the
duty of every Christian.

In the light of this encyclical let us be concerned about the immigrants
around us (workers from North India), the workers around us who are
not paid just wages and who live in inhuman and unhygienic conditions.
Let us, as individual Christians and Christian community rise up and come
to their aid in spirit of solidarity in whatever way possible, and thus save
and sanctify the humanity.

With Best Wishes

+ Bishop A. Jeevanandam
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Bishop’s Programme – SEPTEMBER 2026

Date  Day       Time                               Programme

01 Tue 10.30 a.m. Mass at Amalashram

02 Wed 10.00 a.m. Scholarship Meeting, Poondi

03 Thu 10.00 a.m. TNBC SC/ST Commission’s Motivational

Seminar, Manakkal

02:30 p.m. Meeting at PSSS: Perambalur

05  - 06 Sat & Sun Pastoral Visit and Confirmation: Manathidal

07 Mon 06.00 p.m. Mass at Vadugarpet

08 Tue 06.00 p.m. Feast Mass: Poondi

09 Wed 06.00 a.m. Feast Mass: Poondi

10.09.2026 Thu

to to Trip to USA for Mission Appeal

20.10.2026  Sat
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SPECIAL MASS FOR THE CARE OF

CREATION – 20th Sep. 2026

Dear Rev. Fathers,

As per the circular Ref. No. CCBI/CIR087 dt. August 6, 2026,

His Eminence Filipe Neri Cardinal Ferrão, President of CCBI, has

requested all the dioceses and parishes to celebrate the III Sunday of

September 2026, i.e., 20th of Sep. 2026 to mark the World Day of

Prayer for the Care of Creation.

Already last year you were sent the Sunday liturgy for

  If you have it with you, kindly follow

the Liturgy prayers and celebrate the Sunday Mass with a special homily

on preservation of Nature in our local context. If you do not have the

Sunday Liturgy, kindly take print out from the Kumbakonam Diocese

WhatsApp group and make use of them. Kindly avoid using the cell

phones for this purpose during the Liturgy.

+ A. Jeevanandam

Bishop of Kumbakonam
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BIRTHDAY

01.09.1979 Fr. S. Jerome Paulraj France

02.09.1982 Fr. M. Arun Bellarmin Singapore

03.09.1968 Fr. L. Robert Selvan Purathakudi

08.09.1960 Fr. I. Mariadoss Kalpalayam

10.09.1964 Fr. A. Arokia Kennedy Rayan Kumbakonam

10.09.1973 Fr. A. Benjamin Joseph Raj Thuraiyur

11.09.1972 Fr. A. David Ramesh France

11.09.1975 Fr. S. Mariadoss Konalai

11.09.1977 Fr. S. Joseph Kennedy Jayankondam

16.09.1991 Fr. S. John Corneliyus Kumbakonam

18.09.1950 Fr. J. John Pannerselvam Pullambadi

18.09.1961 Fr. S. Gaspar Purathakudi

18.09.1992 Fr. N. Valan Arasu USA

22.09.1963 Fr. G. Cosmon Arokiaraj Kumbakonam

23.09.1976 Fr. A. Rajamanickam Kumbakonam

26.09.1984 Fr. A. Cyril Richard Kirubaharan Kumbakonam

28.09.1970 Fr. S. Vincent Mathur

28.09.1975 Fr. A. Arul Anand France
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NECROLOGY

01.09.2002 Rev. K. Pauldoss Kumbakonam

03.09.1989 Rev. P. X. Gnanadickam Kumbakonam

11.09.2003 Rev. Swami Amaladasan Kumbakonam

13.09.1935 Msgr. M. A. Xavier Kumbakonam

13.09.2016   Rev. Fr. A. J. Durai Kumbakonam

16.09.1968 Msgr. A. Antony Joseph Kumbakonam

16.09.2003 Rev. Fr. M. Arputham Pullambadi

28.09.2012 Rev. Fr. H. Vallabhanathan Kumbakonam

30.09.1982 Rev. Fr. M. P.Chinnappar Kumbakonam

ORDINATION DAY

11.09.2013 Fr. A. Susai Devanesan Kattuputhur







   

   


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RELIQUARY OF ST. THERESE OF CHILD JESUS

From the communication of Most Rev. S. Antonysamy,

Metropolitan Archbishop of  Madurai (Prot.ABM0083/26 dt.31-05-

2026), we are informed of  the privilege of receiving the Relic of  St.

Therese of  Child Jesus in our diocese from Oct. 2-5, 2026 (Friday to

Monday). The relic travels to different dioceses for veneration and

propagation of the Little Way of  St. Therese.

The Vicars Forane are kindly requested to discuss in their

respective monthly vicariate meeting about the parishes or shrines where

we can keep the relic and invite people in big number to pay homage to

the relic and learn the spirituality of St. Therese. Rev.Fr. A. Rajamanickam,

Director of the Pastoral Centre is ready to coordinate the program for

four days from the time we receive the relic from the Diocese of  Trichy

until we hand it over to the Diocese of  Thanjavur.

May I kindly request all the Parish Priests to design the program

along with the Vicars Forane and inform the Diocese through the VF so

that the program can be finalized.

Msgr. M. Philomindas

Vicar General
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FROM THE PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings from Fr. J. Antony Joseph!

The following is the list of Parishes, Institutions and Priests who
have contributed to the Diocese in July, 2026.

AGRICULTURAL INCOME

Fathimapuram 69,000.00

CONTRIBUTION FROM SCHOOLS

Infant Jesus Matriculation School, Kattuputhur 50,000.00

Infant Jesus Matriculation School, Tollgate 3,00,000.00

CONTRIBUTION FROM HOSTELS

Little Flower Hostel, Kumbakonam 1,00,000.00

Don Bosco Hostel, Viragalur 2,00,000.00

St. Joseph’s Hostel, Kulumur 50,000.00

CONTRIBUTION FROM PRIESTS

Fr. S. Chinnapparaj - Educational Support 1,40,000.00

Fr. A. Cyril Robert - July 2025 - December 2026 10,00,000.00

Fr. M. Lawrence - September 2025- August 2026 3,85,400.00

MASS INTENTIONS

Kovandakurichi 60,000.00

Tollgate  for July 12,150.00

Kottapalayam 1,28,400.00

Naduvalur - June to August 6000.00

SALARY FROM PRIESTS

Fr. G. Arockiaraj - for July 2026 4976.00

Fr. A. Arul Sebastian - for July 2026 50,620.00

Fr. U. Rajendra Sekar - for July 2026 63,052.00

Fr. J. Amarsingh - for August 2026 74298.00
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SLAB CONTRIBUTION

Kovandakurichi - 2026-2027 40,000.00

DIOCESAN CORPUS FUND

Fr. K. Kaspar 1,09,000.00

Fr. C. Kulandai 5000.00

I am happy to see that the habit of contributing to the Diocese is gradually
growing compared to earlier days. This is truly appreciable, as it reflects
your sense of belonging and your concern for the well-being and growth of
our Diocese. Though the diocesan administration may not always be able
to meet all the needs of our priests and parishes, I assure you that we would
take utmost care to attend to the needs of each and every one.

I wish to express my sincere gratitude to all the priests who are working in
our schools for their regular salary contributions, with the exception of Rev.
Fr. G. Arockiyaraj, whose salary is being adjusted towards the tax payable
to the Government. I also gratefully acknowledge the contributions received
from our Hostels, Schools, Slab contributions, Mass offerings, and
Agricultural activities.

I extend my special thanks to those priests who are engaged in pastoral
ministry abroad for their faithful contributions to the Diocese. I also appreciate
those who have contributed towards the Corpus Fund. Your generosity and
commitment are greatly valued and will certainly contribute to the financial
stability and growth of our Diocese.

Regarding the introduction of the new viatique, its implementation is
postponed as we await recommendations from some more vicariates and
finalise it shortly.

Therefore, priests who are receiving viatique from their respective parishes
are kindly requested to follow the previous tariff till further notice.

Those priests who still have any difficulty or concern regarding the fixation of
the viatique are requested to meet the Bishop personally and  discuss  the
matter  so that the issues may be settled accordingly.

I sincerely thank you all for your continued cooperation, understanding,
and support for the Diocese.

With prayerful best wishes,
Yours in Christ,

Fr. J. Antony Joseph,
Procurator.
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MESSAGE FROM DIOCESAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Dear and Rev. Fathers,

The education committee wishes to inform you that a special

one-day seminar for Govt. Aided teachers, who are working in the

Diocesan School was conducted in three different places. Each seminar

brought together teachers from two vicariates, giving them the chance

to learn, share and grow together.

The seminars were held as follows:

1. St. John De Britto Pastoral Center, Kumbakonam on 22.08.26

with 162 Participants

2. Poondi Pudumai Madha B.Ed College,Vengangudi on 26.08.26

with 230 Participants

3. Fathima Matric Hr. Sec. School, Jeyankondam on 29.08.26

with 232 Participants

The central theme of these gatherings was the Constitution of India

with particular emphasis on the right to education act. The sessions

provided valuable insights into the constitutional responsibilities of

educators and the rights of students, thereby strengthening the

commitment of our schools to uphold justice, equality and quality

education.

We gratefully acknowledge the kind assistance of Rev. Fr.

A. Rajamanickam, the Director of St. John De Britto Pastoral Centre,
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Kumbakonam, Rev. Fr. R. Peter Arockiadoss,  the Correspondent of

Poondi Pudumai Madha B.Ed College, Vengangudi and Very Rev. Fr.

S. Joseph Kennedy, VF and Correspondent of Fathima Matric Hr. Sec.

School, Jeyankondam who generously provided the venues and arranged

all the necessary facilities for the smooth conduct of these meetings.

Their support rendered the seminars well-organized and fruitful.

As a follow-up, it is suggested to integrate the discussed topics in

the moral classes. The HMs will be requested to give their opinion and

accordingly after discussing it with the diocesan administration the

proposal will be taken for consideration.

We also extend our sincere gratitude to the Correspondents,

Headmasters, Headmistresses and all the teachers whose active

participation ensured the success of these seminars.

Fr. A. Victor Lawrence,

Secretary,

Diocesan Education Committee,

Kumbakonam.
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



   



    

  



G. 

   

   





 YCS / YSM 



    







   



 

    

   

  


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 



YCS / YSM 









 

   

  

 

S. 

   

   

   



  

A.  

    



A. 

 




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

  

  

 

  

 



S.









   
 


 


     





16KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER





R. 
   A. 


   


 
  P. 
A. A. 




“”

      

A. A.
G.
K. A.
    




A.

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

26-07-2026 md;W mkyhrpukk;> Gdpj mky md;id gq;fpy;

gq ;Fj;je ;ij mUl;gzp. mUs; Nrtpau ;

jiyikapy; nghJepiyapdu; mikg;Gfspd;

nghWg;ghsu;fSf;F> “nghJepiy mikg;Gfis

tsg;gLj;JNthk;” vd;w jiyg;gpy; fUj;juq;F
eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 25 cWg;gpdu;fs; fye;J

nfhz;ldu;.

16-08-2026 md;W khiy n[aq;nfhz;lk;> kiwtl;l

Nka;g;Gg;gzpg; Nguit cWg;gpdu;fis kiwkhtl;l

gzpf;FOf;fspy; ,izg;gjw;fhd $l;lk;

n[aq;nfhz;lk>; Gdpj ghj;jpkh md;id Myaj;jpy;

eilngw;wJ. kiwtl;l Kjd;ikje ;ij

NguUs;jpU. S. N[hrg; nfd;db mtu;fspd;

jiyikapYk; kiwkhtl;l Nka;g;Gg;gzp ika

,af;Fdu; mUs;gzp. A. uh[khzpf;fk; mtu;fspd;

xUq ;f pizg ; g pYk ;  ,J eilngw ; wJ .

gzpf;FOf;fspd; nrayu;fs; Kd;dpiyapy; %d;W

my;yJ ehd;F cWg;gpdu;fs; xt;nthU

gzpf;FOtpYk; ,ize;jdu;. nghJepiyapdu;

gzpf ;FOtpy ; j pU L. MNuhf ;f parhk p

(nel;lyf;Fwpr;rp)> jpU. A. MNuhf;fpauh[;

(fPoneLtha;) jpU. S. ,d;dhrpKj;J (eLtY}u;)

kw;Wk; jpU K. tpahFyk; (n[aq;nfhz;lk;)

MfpNahu; ,ize;jdu;. nkhj;jk; 23 Ngu; $l;lj;jpw;F

tUif Gupe;jdu;.

22-08-2026 md;W fhiy nguk;gY}u; kiwtl;l Nka;g;Gg;gzpg;

N guit cWg ; g pdu ;fis kiwkhtl ; l

gzpf;FOf;fspy; ,izg;gjw;fhd $l;lk;
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nguk;gY}u;> Gdpj gdpka md;id Myaj;jpy;

eilngw;wJ. kiwtl;l Kjd;ikje ;ij

NguUs;jpU. A. Rtf;fpd; mtu;fspd; jiyikapYk>;

kiwkhtl;l Nka;g;Gg;gzpika ,af;Feu; mUl;gzp.

A. uh[khzpf;fk; mtu;fspd; xUq;fpizg;gpYk;

,J eilngw;wJ. gzpf;FOf;fspd; nrayu;fs;

Kd ;d piya py ;  %d ;W Ngu ;  xt ; nthU

gzpf;FOf;fspYk; ,ize;jdu;. nghJepiyapdu;

gzpf;FOtpy; jpU. S. VRjh]; (JiwA+u;)> jpUkjp.

N[h];gpd; Nkup (ngUkhs;ghisak;) MfpNahu;

,ize;jdu;. $l;lj;jpw;F 18 Ngu; tUif Gupe;jdu;.

23-08-2026 md;W kiwtl;l Nka;g;Gg;gzpg; Nguit

cWg;gpdu;fis gzpf;FOf;fspy; ,izf;Fk;

epfo;T fhiy ,yhy;Fb kiwtl;lj;jpYk; khiy

Gs;sk;ghb kiwtl;lj;jpYk; eilngw;wJ.



,





     





TNBCLC      



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

   

   


   
   


     
 
    
   


 





 
    




 
  
   
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 


    
 
   
   



     
  

  
  


    





 


     




 DSMP


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

01.08.2026 md;W fz;bahq;Fg;gk;> Gdpj rNyj; md;idapd;

jpUj;jyj;jpy; xU ehs; rpwg;G n[g topghL

eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 500-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J

nfhz;L ,iwahrph; ngw;wdu;.

02.08.2026 md;W fhiy Kjy; kjpak; 2 kzp tiu FO%u;

gq;fpy; rpwg;G n[g topghL kjpa czNthL

eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 200-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J

nfhz;L ,iwahrph; ngw;wdu;.

04.08.2026 md;W khiy $tj;J}u; J}a me;Njhzpahu;

Myaj;jpy; rpwg;G n[g topghLk; mjidj;

njhlu;e;J jpUg;gypAk; eilngw;wJ. ,jpy;

500-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J nfhz;L ,iwahrph;

ngw;wdu;.

05.08.2026 md;W khiy ,yhy;Fb> Gdpj R+irag;gu;

Myaj;jpy; rpwg;G n[g topghL eilngw;wJ.

,jpy; 300-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J nfhz;L

,iwahrph; ngw;wdu;.

07.08.2026 md;W khiy njhl;bak; gq;fpy; jpUtpohit

Kd;dpl;L rpwg;G ew;nra;jpf; $l;lKk; jpUg;gypAk;

eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 250-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J

nfhz;L ,iwahrph; ngw;wdu;.



23KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER

08.08.2026 md;W fhiy 10 kzp Kjy; kjpak; 2 kzp

tiu Vyhf;Fwpr;rp> Gdpj milf;fy md;id

jpUj;jyj;jpy; rpwg;G ew;nra;jpf; $l;lk;

jpUg;gypNahL eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 700-f;Fk;

Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J nfhz;L ,iwahrph; ngw;wdu;.

09.08.2026 md;W Fk;gNfhzk; Gdpj mUshde;ju; kiwg;gzp

epiyaj;jpy; xU ehs; rpwg;G n[g topghL

eilngw;wJ. ,jpy; 400-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;Nlhu; fye;J

nfhz;L ,iwahrph; ngw;wdu;.

20.08.2026 md;W fhiy Fk;gNfhzk; mUq;nfhil

mYtyfj;jpy; 30-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;l FLk;gq;fs;

jdpj;jdpahf re;jpj;J ,iwahrph; ngw;wdh;.

kw;w ehl;fspy; gzpf;FO ekJ kiwkhtl;lj;jpy; midj;J

kiwtl;lq;fSf;Fk; nrd;W mUq;nfhil gzpf;fhf

jd;dhu ;tj; njhz;lu;fs; Nju;e ;njLf;Fk; gzpia

Nkw;nfhz;lJ.



 

    
A. 

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 

    
A. 
   



    
   




   

   




    

A. 




  
     


  

A. 



25KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER

     
  A.  
   

     
    
  
 CSI


   
   






















A. 

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

  

  A.  

  A.  

 G. 

 P. 

  

  

  

  

 FSJ   

  

  

  

 J.P.J.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 A. 

 S.  

 



27KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER

Motivational Seminar for Teachers

August 10 Black Day : Thanjavur
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